
Article II - Definitions

ARTICLE II: SECTION 30-2-2

DEFINITIONS

30-2-2 DEFINITIONS

These definitions are grouped in the following functional groups: 1) Buildings and 
Structures, 2) Drainage and Watershed Protection, 3) Dwellings, 4) Easements, 5) Soil 
Erosion and Sedimentation Control, 6) Flood Damage Prevention, 7) General, 8) 
Hazardous Waste, 9) Lots, 10) Setbacks, 11) Signs, and 12) Streets and Drives. Refer 
to Section 30-2-1 (Definition Index) for location of specific words.

30-2-2.1 Buildings and Structures

ACCESSORY BUILDING . A detached building, the use of which is customarily 
incidental to that of the principal building and which is located on the same zone lot as 
the principal building.

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE . A detached subordinate structure, the use of which is 
customarily incidental to that of the principal structure and which is located on the same 
zone lot as the principal structure.

BUILDING. Any structure having a roof supported by walls or columns constructed or 
used for residence, business, industry, or other public or private purposes.

BUILDING HEIGHT. The vertical distance measured from the average elevation of the 
finished grade to the topmost section of the roof. (See Appendix 5: Illustrations)

BUILDING LINE. A line parallel to the front property line which establishes the 
horizontal distance between the structure and the front property line.

BUILDING SEPARATION. The minimum required horizontal distance between 
buildings, measured wall to wall.

PRINCIPAL BUILDING. A building in which is conducted the principal use(s) of the 
zone lot on which it is located or, in a group development, of the building site on which 
it is located. Any dwelling is considered a principal building unless it is an accessory 
dwelling in compliance with Section 30-5-2.3 (Accessory Dwelling Units on Single 
Family Lots) or a caretaker dwelling accessory to a nonresidential use in compliance 
with Section 30-5-2.22 (Caretaker Dwellings).

PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE . A structure in which is conducted the principal use(s) of the 
zone lot on which it is located.

30-2-2.2 Drainage and Watershed Protection

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE (BMP) . A structural or nonstructural 
management-based practice used singularly or in combination to reduce non-point 
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source inputs to receiving waters in order to achieve water quality protection goals.

BUILT-UPON AREA. That portion of a development project that is covered by 
impervious or partially impervious cover including buildings, pavement, gravel areas 
(e.g. roads, parking lots, paths), recreation facilities (e.g. tennis courts), etc. (Note: 
wooden slatted decks and the water area of a swimming pool are considered pervious.)

DISCHARGING LANDFILL . A facility with liners, monitoring equipment, and other 
measures to detect and/or prevent leachate from entering the environment and in which 
the leachate is treated on site and discharged to a receiving stream. These facilities 
require approval and a discharge permit from the NC Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources for legal operation.

DRAINAGE, DISPERSED . Drainage spread out, as opposed to collected in channels, 
so as to effect increased sheet flow and overland flow.

DRAINAGE, ENHANCED . Drainage carried by existing natural drainageways which 
have been enhanced to resist soil erosion and stream bank degradation.

DRAINAGEWAY. Any natural or manmade channel that carries surface runoff from 
precipitation.

DRAINAGEWAY, IMPROVED. Drainage channeled by impervious surfaces such as 
curb and gutter or concrete (gunite, bituminous, etc.) channels.

DRAINAGEWAY, PROTECTED. A natural channel that is protected against stream 
bank erosion and excessive runoff velocity by any one or a combination of the 
following: 1) rip-rap channel stabilization; 2) establishment of soil-stabilizing vegetation; 
3) velocity reduction structures (stilling pools and drop structures, for example).

DRAINAGEWAY AND OPEN SPACE AREA, DEDICATED . The area designated for 
flood plain and open space purposes on a recorded subdivision plat and thereby 
dedicated to the public for such purposes and, for utility installation and maintenance.

EMC RULES. Statewide watershed protection rules and special rules for certain water 
supply watersheds, adopted by the NC Environmental Management Commission and 
enforced by the Division of Water Quality of the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources to carry out the requirements of the NC General Statutes addressing water 
quality. NC Administrative Code Section: 15A NCAC 2B .0100 and .0200.

EXISTING DEVELOPMENT. Those projects that are built and those projects that, at a 
minimum, have established a vested right under NC zoning law as of July 1, 1993, 
based on at least one of the following criteria: 1) substantial expenditure of resources 
(time, labor, money) based on a good faith reliance upon having received a valid local 
government approval to proceed with the project; or 2) having an outstanding valid 
building permit; or 3) having an approved site specific or phased development plan in 
compliance with NCGS 153A-344.1 or NCGS 160A-385.1. (This definition applies only 
with respect to watershed protection regulations.)
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HAZARDOUS MATERIAL . Any material listed as such in: Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act (SARA) Section 302 Extremely Hazardous Substances (42 USC 
11000 et seq.); Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act (CERCLA) Hazardous Substances (42 USC 9601 et seq.); or Section 311 of the 
Clean Water Act, as amended (CWA) (33 USC 1251 et seq.; oil and hazardous 
substances) hereby incorporated by reference including any subsequent amendments 
and editions.

HIGH DENSITY OPTION. A density option for new development wherein the density 
exceeds the applicable limit for development under the Low Density Option (see 
definition below and Table 30-7-1-1)

INTERMITTENT STREAMS . Streams, and lakes and ponds along them, that are 
indicated as being intermittent 1) on the most recent version of the US Geological 
Survey 1:24000 scale (7.5 minute quadrangle) topographic maps, 2) on the most recent 
version of the Soil Survey map developed by the USDA – Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, or 3) by an examination of site-specific evidence by the City 
Storm Water Services Division using criteria approved by the NC Division of Water 
Quality. However, if the above-mentioned map indicates as area as an intermittent 
stream but the Storm Water Services Division finds no intermittent water body actually 
exists on the ground, that area shall not be deemed an intermittent stream. Ponds and 
lakes created for animal watering, crop irrigation, or other agricultural uses that are not 
part of a natural drainageway are not streams. If the City of Greensboro develops a 
detailed stream network map covering one or more watersheds, and that map is 
approved by the NC Division of Water Quality, then within the watersheds covered by 
that map intermittent streams shall thenceforth be as shown by that map.

LOW DENSITY OPTION. A density option for new development wherein the density, 
measured in dwelling units per acre for single family detached residential development 
and in percentage of the land surface covered by built-upon area for all other residential 
and nonresidential development, does not exceed the applicable limit in Table 
30-7-1-1.

MAJOR WATERSHED MODIFICATION. Modification of the existing regulations in 
Section 30-7-1, 30-7-2, or 30-7-3 that does not meet the definition of a Minor Watershed 
Modification.

MINOR WATERSHED MODIFICATION. Modification of the existing regulations in 
Section 30-7-1, 30-7-2, or 30-7-3 that meets one of the following criteria: (A) 
Modification of any standard present in Article VII of this Ordinance but not in the EMC 
Rules; (B) Modification of any standard on which the level of performance required by 
Article VII exceeds that required by the corresponding section of the EMC Rules, 
provided that approval of the modification does not lower the level of performance 
below that required by the EMC Rules; or (C) Modification from the EMC Rules that 
results in a relaxation , by a factor of up to five (5) percent, of any buffer, density, or 
built-upon area requirement under the high density option; or that results in a relaxation, 
by a factor of up to ten (10) percent, of any management requirement under the low 
density option.
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NEW DEVELOPMENT . Any land-disturbing activity which adds to or changes the 
amount of built-upon area or which otherwise decreases the infiltration of precipitation 
into the soil. (This definition applies only with respect to watershed protection 
regulations.)

PERENNIAL STREAMS . In water supply watersheds other than the Upper and Lower 
Randleman Lake watersheds, streams shown on the Guilford County Designated 
Water Supply Watershed Map, dated June 30, 1991. In the Upper and Lower 
Randleman Lake watersheds, streams, and lakes and ponds along them, that are 
indicated as being perennial 1) on the most recent version of the US Geological Survey 
1:24000 scale (7.5 minute quadrangle) topographic maps, 2) on the most recent version 
of the Soil Survey map developed by the USDA – Natural Resource Conservation 
Service, or 3) by an examination of site-specific evidence by the City Storm Water 
Services Division using criteria approved by the NC Division of Water Quality. 
However, if the above-mentioned map indicates as area as an perennial stream but the 
Storm Water Services Division finds no perennial water body actually exists on the 
ground, that area shall not be deemed a perennial stream. Ponds and lakes created for 
animal watering, crop irrigation, or other agricultural uses that are not part of a natural 
drainageway are not streams. If the City of Greensboro develops a detailed stream 
network map covering one or more watersheds, and that map is approved by the NC 
Division of Water Quality, then within the watersheds covered by that map perennial 
streams shall thenceforth be as shown by that map.

POND AND/OR STREAM BUFFER PLAT . A plat recorded to show one or more 
engineered stormwater controls, water quality conservation easements, stream buffers 
or other features created pursuant to watershed protection requirements and to put 
present and future owners on notice of maintenance requirements. A subdivision plat 
with appropriate information may be used to fulfill the pond and/or stream buffer plat 
function.

REQUIRED DRAINAGE CHANNEL . The theoretical stream bed section which is 
required to carry and discharge the runoff from a one-hundred-year storm.

RESIDUALS (SLUDGE) . Any solid or semisolid waste generated from a wastewater 
treatment plant, water treatment plant, or air pollution control facility permitted under 
authority of the NC Environmental Management Commission.

RETENTION POND. A pond that has a permanent pool.

RIPARIAN PROTECTION AREA . A stream buffer, or a portion of a stream buffer, 
subject to stronger maintenance and protection requirements than are applied to other 
stream buffers. It consists of Randleman Zone 1 and Randleman Zone 2, as described 
in Section 30-7-1.8 (Stream buffer required).

STABILIZING VEGETATION. Any vegetation that protects the soil against erosion.

STORM, ONE-HUNDRED-YEAR . The surface runoff resulting from a rainfall of an 
intensity expected to be equaled or exceeded, on the average, once in one hundred 
(100) years and of a duration which will produce the maximum peak rate of runoff for 
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the watershed of interest under average antecedent wetness conditions.

STORM, TEN-YEAR. The surface runoff resulting from a rainfall of an intensity 
expected to be equaled or exceeded, on the average, once in ten (10) years and of a 
duration which will produce the maximum peak rate of runoff for the watershed of 
interest under average antecedent wetness conditions.

STORM, TWENTY-FIVE-YEAR. The surface runoff resulting from a rainfall of an 
intensity expected to be equaled or exceed, on the average, once in twenty-five (25) 
years and of a duration which will produce the maximum peak rate of runoff for the 
watershed of interest under average antecedent wetness conditions.

STORM DRAINAGE FACILITIES. The system of inlets, conduits, channels, ditches, 
and appurtenances which serve to collect and convey stormwater through and from a 
given drainage area.

STORMWATER RUNOFF. The direct runoff of water resulting from precipitation in any 
form.

STREAM. A watercourse that collects surface runoff.

STREAM BUFFER . A natural or vegetated area through which stormwater runoff flows 
in a diffuse manner so that the runoff does not become channelized and which provides 
for infiltration of the runoff and filtering of pollutants. The buffer width is measured 
landward from the normal pool elevation of impoundments and from the top of bank on 
each side of streams or rivers. (This definition applies only with respect to watershed 
protection regulations.)

SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETED . Work has progressed to the point that, in the opinion 
of the Enforcement Officer, it is sufficiently completed in accordance with the approved 
plans and specifications that the work can be utilized for its intended purposes. For 
ponds this generally means that the following have been accomplished; 1) the dam has 
been constructed to the approved lines and grades; 2) all slopes have been fine 
graded, seeded, mulched, fertilized, and tacked to establish permanent ground cover; 
3) principal and emergency spillways have been installed at the approved elevations 
and dimensions; and 4) permanent velocity controls on the inlet and outlet pipes and 
channels have been installed.

TYPICAL REQUIRED DRAINAGE CHANNEL SECTION . A cross-sectional view of a 
required drainage channel.

VELOCITY. The average velocity of flow through the cross section of the main channel 
at the peak flow of the storm of interest. The cross section of the main channel shall be 
that area defined by the geometry of the channel plus the area of flow below the flood 
height defined by vertical lines at the main channel banks. Overload flows are not to be 
included for the purpose of computing velocity of flow.

WATER DEPENDENT STRUCTURES . Structures for which the use requires access 
or proximity to or siting within surface waters to fulfill its basic purpose, such as boat 
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ramps, boat houses, docks, and bulkheads. Ancillary facilities such as restaurants, 
outlets for boat supplies, parking lots, and commercial boat storage areas are not water 
dependent structures.

WATERSHED, WATER SUPPLY . The entire area contributing drainage to Lake 
Townsend, Lake Brandt, Lake Higgins, Oak Hollow Lake, High Point City Lake, Lake 
Mackintosh, Polecat Creek Lake, and the proposed Randleman Lake.

WATERSHED MANUAL . This shall mean the Guilford County Water Quality Protection 
Manual, dated March, 1990, until such time as the City of Greensboro StormWater 
Management Manual is adopted; thereafter it shall mean the Greensboro manual.

WATERSHED MAP . The map incorporated by reference at Section 30-7-1.2 
(Incorporation of Designated Water Supply Watershed Basin Map (s) ).

WET DETENTION POND. An engineered stormwater control pond that has a 
permanent pool and also controls runoff from the first one inch (1") of rainfall, removes 
eighty-five percent of total suspended solids (TSS), and releases the stormwater over a 
period of two to five days.

30-2-2.3 Dwellings

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT . A dwelling unit that exists either as part of a principal 
dwelling or as an accessory building and is secondary and incidental to the use of the 
property as single family residential.

CONDOMINIUM. Real estate, portions of which are designated for separate ownership 
and the remainder of which is designated for common ownership solely by the owners 
of those portions. Real estate is not a condominium unless the undivided interests in 
the common elements are vested in the unit owners.

DWELLING UNIT. One or more rooms, designed, occupied, or intended for occupancy 
as separate living quarters, with cooking, sleeping, and sanitary facilities provided 
therein. Units in dormitories, hotels, motels, shelters for the homeless, or other 
structures designed for transient residents are not dwelling units.

MANUFACTURED DWELLING (MANUFACTURED HOME, MOBILE HOME) . A 
dwelling that 1) is composed of one or more components, each of which was 
substantially assembled in a manufacturing plant and designed to be transported to the 
home site on its own chassis; 2) exceeds forty feet in length and eight feet in width; 3) is 
constructed in accordance with the National Manufactured Home Construction and 
Safety Standards; and 4) is not constructed in accordance with the standards of the 
North Carolina Uniform Residential Building Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings. 
This definition does not include a recreational vehicle.

1) Class AA: A manufactured home constructed after July 1, 1976 that 
meets or exceeds the construction standards promulgated by the U. S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development that were in effect at the 
time of construction and that meets the criteria of Section 30-4-4.5(B) 
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(Minimum Criteria).

2) Other: Any manufactured home that does not meet the criteria of a Class 
AA manufactured dwelling.

MULTIFAMILY DEVELOPMENT. Three (3) or more dwelling units on a single zone lot, 
including apartments, residential condominiums, and townhouses.

MULTIFAMILY DWELLING. A building or portion thereof used or designed as a 
residence for three (3) or more families living independently of each other with separate 
housekeeping and cooking facilities for each, and including apartments, townhouses, 
and condominiums.

PRINCIPAL DWELLING. Any principal building or structure which is used and 
designed for human habitation including living, sleeping, cooking, and eating activities, 
excluding dormitories, hotels, motels, shelters for the homeless, or other structures 
designed for transient residents.

SINGLE FAMILY ATTACHED DWELLING . A townhouse dwelling or a twin home 
dwelling.

SINGLE FAMILY DETACHED DWELLING . A separate, detached building designed for 
and occupied exclusively by one (1) family.

TENANT DWELLING. A dwelling located on a bona fide farm and occupied by a farm 
worker employed for agricultural purposes by the owner or operator of the farm.

TOWNHOUSE DWELLING. A building consisting of single family residences attached 
to one another in which each unit is located on an individually owned parcel, generally 
within a development containing drives, walks, and open space in common elements.

TWIN HOME DWELLING. A building consisting of two single family dwelling units, 
each dwelling unit occupying its own conventional lot and conveyed by deed in fee 
simple, connected along a common party wall with no interior circulation between the 
two.

TWO-FAMILY DWELLING (DUPLEX). A building on one zone lot arranged and 
designed to be occupied by two (2) families living independently of each other.

30-2-2.4 Easements

ACCESS EASEMENT . An easement which grants the right to cross property.

DRAINAGE EASEMENT . An easement which grants to the City Council the right to 
maintain enclosed drainage structures.

DRAINAGE MAINTENANCE EASEMENT . An easement which grants to the City 
Council the right to alter the typical drainage channel section and/or profile in order to 
improve water flow.
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EASEMENT. A grant of one or more of the property rights, by the property owner, to, or 
for use by, the public, a corporation, or other entity.

PEDESTRIAN WAY . A right-of-way or easement dedicated to public use to facilitate 
pedestrian access to adjacent streets and properties.

SIDEWALK EASEMENT . An easement which grants to the City Council the right to 
install and maintain a sidewalk therein, and which grants public access for the use 
thereof.

SIGHT DISTANCE EASEMENT . An easement which grants to the City Council the 
right to maintain unobstructed view across property located at a street intersection.

UTILITY EASEMENT. An easement which grants to the City Council or other utility 
providers the right to install and thereafter maintain any and all utilities including, but 
not limited to, water lines, sewer lines, storm sewer lines, electrical power lines, 
telephone lines, natural gas lines, and community antenna television systems.

WATER QUALITY CONSERVATION EASEMENT . A permanent easement for the 
protection of water quality in which no structures or land-disturbing activities are 
allowed, except as specified by Section 30-4-7.5 (Easement Encroachments) and 
Section 30-7-3.2(C) (Protection of Fragile Areas)

30-2-2.5 Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control

ACT. The North Carolina Sedimentation Pollution Control Act of 1973, NCGS 113A-50 
et seq., and all rules and orders adopted pursuant to it.

BEING CONDUCTED . A land-disturbing activity has been initiated and permanent 
stabilization of the site has not been completed.

BERM, EROSION CONTROL. A mound of material and/or ditch the purpose of which is 
to divert the flow of runoff water.

BORROW. Fill material which is required for on-site construction and is obtained from 
other locations.

BUFFER ZONE. The strip of land adjacent to a lake or natural watercourse.

COASTAL COUNTIES . The following counties Beaufort, Bertie, Brunswick, Camden, 
Carteret, Chowan, Craven, Currituck, Dare, Gates, Hertford, Hyde, New Hanover, 
Onslow, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Tyrrell, and Washington.

COMMISSION, SEDIMENTATION. The North Carolina Sedimentation Control 
Commission.

COMPLETION OF CONSTRUCTION OR DEVELOPMENT . No further land-disturbing 
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activity is required on a phase of a project except that which is necessary for 
establishing a permanent ground cover.

DEPARTMENT (DEHNR). The North Carolina Department of Environment, Health, 
and Natural Resources.

DIRECTOR (DEHNR). The Director of the Division of Land Resources of the 
Department of Environment, Health, and Natural Resources.

DISCHARGE POINT. That point at which runoff leaves a tract of land.

DISTRICT, SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION.  The Guilford Soil and Water 
Conservation District created pursuant to Chapter 139, North Carolina General 
Statutes.

ENERGY DISSIPATOR. A structure or shaped channel section with mechanical 
armoring placed at the outlet pipes or conduits to receive and break down the energy 
from high velocity flow.

EROSION. The wearing away of land surface by the action of wind, water, gravity, or 
any combination thereof.

EROSION, ACCELERATED . Any increase over the rate of natural erosion as a result 
of land-disturbing activities.

EROSION, NATURAL. The wearing away of the earth's surface by water, wind, or other 
natural agents under natural environmental conditions undisturbed by man.

EROSION CONTROL MEASURE, STRUCTURE, OR DEVICE, ADEQUATE . A 
device which controls the soil material within the land area under responsible control of 
the person conducting the land-disturbing activity.

GROUND COVER. Any vegetation, masonry, paving, riprap, or other material or 
materials which render the soil surface stable against accelerated erosion.

HIGH QUALITY WATERS. Those classified as such in 15A NCAC 2B.0101(e)(5)- 
General Procedures, which is incorporated herein by reference to include further 
amendments pursuant to NCGS 150B-14(c).

HIGH QUALITY WATER (HQW) ZONES. Areas in the coastal counties that are within 
five hundred seventy-five (575) feet of High Quality Waters and, for the remainder of the 
state, areas that are within one (1) mile and drain to HQW's.

LAKE or NATURAL WATERCOURSE . Any stream, river, brook, swamp, sound, bay, 
creek, run, branch, canal, waterway, estuary, and any reservoir, lake, or pond, natural or 
impounded, in which sediment may be moved or carried in suspension, and which 
could be damaged by accumulation of sediment.

LAND-DISTURBING ACTIVITY . Any use of the land by any person or persons in 
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residential, industrial, educational, institutional, or commercial development, highway 
or road construction or maintenance, that results in a change in natural cover or 
topography that may cause or contribute to sedimentation.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT. Refer to "Local Government" in Section 30-2-2.7 (General).

PERSON. Refer to "Person" in Section 30-2-2.7 (General).

PERSON CONDUCTING LAND DISTURBING ACTIVITY . Any person who may be 
held responsible for a violation unless expressly provided otherwise by this Ordinance, 
the Act, or any order adopted pursuant to this Ordinance or the Act.

PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR LAND DISTURBING VIOLATION . As used in this 
Ordinance, and NCGS 113A-64, (a) the developer or other person who has or holds 
himself out as having financial or operational control over the land-disturbing activity, or 
(b) the landowner or person in possession or control of the land when he has directly or 
indirectly allowed the land-disturbing activity or has benefited from it or he has failed to 
comply with any provision of this Ordinance, the Act, or any order adopted pursuant to 
this Ordinance or the Act as imposed a duty upon him.

PHASE OF GRADING. One (1) of the two (2) types of grading, rough or fine.

SEDIMENT. Solid particulate matter, both mineral and organic, that has been or is 
being transported by water, air, gravity, or ice from its site of origin.

SEDIMENTATION. The process by which sediment resulting from accelerated erosion 
has been or is being transported off the site of the land-disturbing activity or into a lake 
or natural watercourse.

SILTATION. Sediment resulting from accelerated erosion which is settleable or 
removable by properly designed, constructed, and maintained control measures; and 
which has been transported from its point of origin within the site of a land-disturbing 
activity, and which has been deposited or is in suspension in water.

SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL PLAN (GRADING PLAN) . The 
graphic plan, including narrative where appropriate, required by this Ordinance as a 
prerequisite for a grading permit, the purpose of which is to explain existing conditions 
and proposed grading of land including any development and to describe the activities 
and measures to be undertaken to control accelerated soil erosion and sedimentation.

STORM DRAINAGE FACILITIES. Refer to "Storm Drainage Facilities" in Section 
30-2-2.2 (Drainage and Watershed Protection).

STORMWATER RUNOFF. Refer to "Stormwater Runoff" in Section 30-2-2.2 (Drainage 
and Watershed Protection).

TEN-YEAR STORM. Refer to "Storm, Ten-Year" in Section 30-2-2.2 (Drainage and 
Watershed Protection).
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TRACT. All contiguous land and bodies of water being disturbed or to be disturbed as 
a unit, regardless of ownership. (This definition applies only with respect to soil erosion 
and sedimentation control regulations.)

TRACT (SITE). Refer to "Tract (Site)" in Section 30-2-2.7 (General).

UNCOVERED . The removal of ground cover from, on, or above the soil surface.

UNDERTAKEN . The initiating of any activity, or phase of activity, which results or will 
result in a change in the ground cover or topography of a tract of land.

VELOCITY. Refer to "Velocity" in Section 30-2-2.2 (Drainage and Watershed 
Protection).

WASTE. Surplus materials resulting from on-site construction and disposed of at other 
locations.

WORKING DAYS. Days exclusive of Saturday and Sunday during which weather 
conditions or soil conditions permit land-disturbing activity to be undertaken.

30-2-2.6 Flood Damage Prevention

AREA OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD (FLOOD HAZARD AREA) . The land in the 
floodway or the floodway fringe within the City, subject to a one percent (1%) or greater 
chance of flooding in any given year.

BASE FLOOD. The flood having a one percent (1%) chance of being equalled or 
exceeded in any given year (100-year flood).

BASE FLOOD ELEVATION. The elevation, in feet above sea level, reached by the 
base flood.

BASEMENT. The lowest level or story which has its floor subgrade on all sides. (This 
definition applies only with respect to flood damage prevention regulations.)

ELEVATED BUILDING . A non-basement building (a) built to have the top of the lowest 
floor elevated above the ground level by means of pilings, columns (posts and piers), or 
shear walls parallel to the flow of water, and (b) adequately anchored so as not to 
impair the structural integrity of the building during a flood up to the magnitude of the 
base flood. Also, a building elevated by means of fill or solid foundation perimeter walls 
with openings sufficient to facilitate the unimpeded movement of floodwaters.

FLOOD or FLOODING. A general and temporary condition of partial or complete 
inundation of normally dry land areas from the overflow of inland waters or the unusual 
and rapid accumulation of runoff of surface waters from any source.

FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM). An official map of the community on which 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has delineated both the areas of 
special flood hazard and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.
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FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY . The official report provided by FEMA. The report 
includes flood profiles and the Floodway Data Table.

FLOOD PLAIN. The relatively flat area or low land adjacent to the channel of a river, 
stream, or other watercourse, lake, or other body of standing water which has been or 
may be covered by floodwater.

FLOOD PROTECTION ELEVATION. The elevation to which structures and uses 
regulated by Section 30-7-5 (Flood Damage Prevention) are required to be elevated or 
floodproofed.

FLOODING, AREA OF SHALLOW. A designated AO or VO Zone on a community's 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with base flood depths from one (1) to three (3) feet 
where a clearly defined channel does not exist, where the path of flooding is 
unpredictable and indeterminate, and where velocity flow may be evident.

FLOODPROOFING. A combination of structural provisions, changes, or adjustments to 
properties and/or structures subject to flooding primarily for the reduction or elimination 
of flood damage.

FLOODWAY. The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas 
that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively 
increasing the water surface elevation more than one (1) foot.

FLOODWAY FRINGE. The land area located between the floodway and maximum 
elevation subject to inundation by the base flood as defined herein.

FLOOR. The top surface of an enclosed area in a building (including basement), i.e., 
top of slab in concrete slab construction or top of wood flooring in wood frame 
construction. The term does not include the floor of a garage used solely for parking 
vehicles.

HIGHEST ADJACENT GRADE . The highest natural elevation of the ground surface, 
prior to construction, next to the proposed walls of the structure.

LOWEST FLOOR. The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). 
An unfinished or flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, 
building access, or storage in an area other than a basement area is not considered a 
building's lowest floor provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render the 
structure in violation of the applicable non-elevation design requirements of this 
Ordinance.

MANUFACTURED DWELLING (MANUFACTURED HOME, MOBILE HOME) . A 
structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a permanent chassis 
and designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the 
required utilities. The term does not include a "recreational vehicle". (This definition 
applies only with respect to flood damage prevention regulations.)
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MANUFACTURED DWELLING PARK . A parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided 
into two or more manufactured dwelling spaces for rent. (This definition applies only 
with respect to flood damage prevention regulations.)

MEAN SEA LEVEL. The average height of the sea for all stages of the tide. It is used 
as reference for establishing various elevations within the flood plain. For purposes of 
this Ordinance, the term is synonymous with National Geodetic Vertical Datum 
(NGVD).

NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM (NGVD). The vertical control used as a 
reference for establishing varying elevations within the flood plain. (Land at elevation 
eight hundred (800) feet using NGVD is at 800.761 feet using City of Greensboro 
datum.)

NEW CONSTRUCTION . Structures for which the "start of construction" commenced on 
or after the effective date of this Ordinance, including any subsequent improvements to 
such structures. Also, any walled or roofed addition to an existing building which is 
connected by a firewall or is separated by independent perimeter load-bearing walls. 
(This definition applies only with regard to flood damage prevention regulations.)

OBSTRUCTION. Any dam, wall, embankment, levee, dike, pile, abutment, spoil 
material, bridge, conduit, culvert, building, wire, fence, refuse, fill, structure, or matter in, 
along, across, or projecting onto any channel, watercourse, or regulatory flood hazard 
area which may impede, retard, or change the direction of the flow of water, either in 
itself or by catching or collecting debris carried by such water, or that is placed where 
the flow of water might carry the same downstream to the damage of life or property.

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE . Damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the 
cost of restoring the structure to its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed 
fifty percent (50%) of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred.

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT . Any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other 
improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds fifty percent (50%) of 
the market value of the structure before the start of construction of the improvement. 
This term includes structures which have incurred substantial damage, regardless of 
actual repair work performed. The term does not, however, include either: (1) any 
project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations of State or local 
health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which have been identified by the 
Enforcement Officer and which are the minimum necessary to assure safe living 
conditions, or (2) any alteration of a historic structure, provided that the alteration will 
not preclude the structure's continued designation as a historic structure. (This 
definition applies only with respect to flood damage prevention regulations.)

30-2-2.7 General

ADDRESS . The official street number assigned by the City for a specific lot, building, or 
portion thereof.

ASSEMBLY. A joining together of completely fabricated parts to create a finished 
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product.

ATHLETIC FIELD. An outdoor site, often requiring equipment, designed for formal 
athletic competition in field sports (e.g. softball, soccer, football).

AUTOMOBILE REPAIR SERVICES, MAJOR. An establishment primarily engaged in 
one or more of the following activities: 1) general repair or service; 2) engine repair; 3) 
installation or repair of transmissions; 4) installation or repair of automotive glass; 5) 
installation or repair of exhaust systems; 6) repair of tops, bodies, and interiors; and 7) 
automotive painting and refinishing.

AUTOMOBILE REPAIR SERVICES, MINOR. An establishment primarily engaged in 
one or more of the following activities: 1) diagnostic service and tune-ups; 2) installation 
or repair of air-conditioners, brakes, carburetors, electrical systems, fuel systems, 
generators, starters, and radiators; 3) lubricating service; and 4) front end and wheel 
alignment.

BAR. An establishment primarily engaged in the retail sale of beer or wine for 
consumption on the premises. Such establishment must obtain an ABC license for 
on-premises beer or wine consumption only. The establishment may also be engaged 
in the retail sale of prepared food for on-premises consumption.

BASEMENT. A story of a building or structure having one-half or more of its clear 
height below grade.

BED AND BREAKFAST . Refer to "Tourist Home" in Section 30-2-2.7 (General).

BEDROOM. Any room used principally for sleeping purposes, an all-purpose room (not 
a living room), a study, or a den.

BLOCK. The land lying within an area bounded on all sides by streets.

BLOCK LENGTH. The distance, measured along each side of a street, between one 
intersecting through street (not a cul-de-sac or loop street) and the next intersecting 
through street.

BUSINESS INCUBATOR . The aggregation of one or more small, start-up firms in the 
same location with affordable office space, business equipment and services, planning 
assistance and counseling services, for the purpose of encouraging 
neighborhood-based business growth and stability through job creation, economic 
diversification, rehabilitation and reuse of existing buildings, and enhancement of a 
neighborhood’s image as a center for innovation and entrepreneurship. A business 
incubator typically limits the length of tenancy so that there are continuous opportunities 
for new firms to participate in the business incubator environment.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT . A quasi-judicial body, appointed by the City Council, that 
is given certain powers under this Ordinance.

BOARDING HOUSE. A dwelling with one (1) kitchen in which lodging and meals are 
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provided by the owner or operator to more than three (3) residents.

BUSINESS PARK . Refer to "Integrated Multiple Use Development" in this Section.

CALIPER INCHES . Quantity in inches of the diameter of trees measured at six (6) 
inches above the ground for trees four (4) inches or less in trunk diameter and twelve 
(12) inches above the ground for trees over four (4) inches in trunk diameter.

CANOPY TREE . A species of tree which normally grows to a mature height of forty (40) 
feet or more with a minimum mature crown width of thirty (30) feet.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS . A statement issued by the City which states 
that the work proposed by the applicant is consistent with the architectural and historic 
guidelines for the historic district in which the property is located.

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE. An official document signed by the Inspections 
Director, or his designee, stating that a building or structure complies with the 
provisions of the NC Building Code and of this Ordinance.

COMMON ELEMENTS (COMMON AREA). All areas, including private streets, 
conveyed to an owners' association within a development or owned on a proportional 
undivided basis in a condominium development.

CONGREGATE CARE FACILITY . A facility providing shelter and services for 
ambulatory individuals at least fifty-five (55) years of age who by reason of age, 
functional impairment, or infirmity may require meals, housekeeping, and personal care 
assistance. Congregate care facilities do not include nursing homes or similar 
institutions devoted primarily to the care of the chronically ill or the incurable.

COUNTY. Refers to Guilford County, North Carolina.

CRITICAL ROOT ZONE. The rooting area of a tree established to limit root 
disturbance, generally defined as a circle with a radius extending from a tree's trunk to 
the furthest point of the crown dripline.

DAY. Calendar day.

DENSITY CREDIT . The potential for the development or subdivision of part or all of a 
parcel of real property, as permitted under the terms of this Ordinance, expressed in 
dwelling unit equivalents or other measures of development density or intensity, or a 
fraction or multiple of that potential, that may be transferred to other portions of the same 
parcel or to contiguous land that is part of a common development plan.

DEVELOPER. A person engaging in land, site, or building development.

DEVELOPMENT. Any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate, 
including but not limited to, buildings or other structures; mining, dredging, filling, 
grading, paving, excavation, or drilling operations; or storage of equipment or materials. 
(Also see definition of New Development in Section 30-2-2.2 if the property is in a 
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General Watershed Area or Watershed Critical Area.)

DORMITORY, PRIVATE. A multiple-unit residential accommodation which is 
established directly or indirectly in association with a college, business college, trade 
school, or university for the purpose of housing students registered and attending such 
an institution. A private dormitory may contain food preparation and eating facilities 
primarily for the use of its occupants.

DRIPLINE. A vertical line extending from the outermost portion of a tree's canopy to the 
ground.

FAMILY. 1) An individual; 2) two (2) or more persons related by blood, marriage, or 
adoption living together in a dwelling unit, and (unless the dwelling contains an 
accessory dwelling unit) may also include not more than two (2) unrelated persons; or 
3) a group of not more than four (4) persons who need not be related by blood, 
marriage, or adoption living together in a dwelling unit. A family may include five (5) or 
fewer foster children placed in a family foster home licensed by the state but shall not 
include fraternities, sororities, boarding or rooming houses, tourist homes, family care 
homes, or maternal care homes.

FAMILY CARE HOME. Pursuant to NCGS 168-21, a home for nine (9) or less 
individuals with support and supervisory personnel that provides room and board, 
personal care, and habilitation services in a family environment for resident persons 
with a temporary or permanent physical, emotional, or mental disability including, but 
not limited to, mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism, hearing and sight 
impairments, emotional disturbances, and orthopedic impairments, but not including 
mentally ill persons who are dangerous to others as defined in NCGS 122C-3(11)b.

FENCE. A physical barrier or enclosure consisting of wood, stone, brick, block, wire, 
metal, or similar material used as a boundary or means of protection or confinement, 
but not including a hedge or other vegetation.

FLOOR AREA, GROSS. The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of a 
building measured from the exterior face of exterior walls, or from the centerline of a 
wall separating two buildings, but not including interior parking spaces, loading space 
for motor vehicles, or any space where the floor-to-ceiling height is less than six (6) feet.

GRADE, FINISHED. The final elevation of the ground surface after development.

GRADE, NATURAL . The elevation of the ground surface in its natural state before 
manmade alterations.

GREEN SPACE . An open space available for unstructured recreation consisting of 
grassy areas and trees.

GROSS LEASABLE AREA. The total floor area for which the tenant pays rent and 
which is designed for the tenant’s occupancy and exclusive use.

GROUP CARE FACILITY. A facility (by whatever name it is called, other than "Family 
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Care Home" as defined by this Ordinance), with support and supervisory personnel that 
provides room and board, personal care, or habilitation services in a family 
environment for not more than thirty (30) people in a residential or office district and for 
not more than forty (40) people in any other district.

GROUP DEVELOPMENT. A development in which, in lieu of division of a tract of land 
into separate lots of record for separate principal buildings, a tract of land is divided into 
two (2) or more principal building sites for the purpose of building development 
(whether immediate or future) and occupancy by separate families, firms, businesses, 
or other enterprises.

HISTORIC STRUCTURE . Any structure that is: 1) listed individually in the National 
Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by the US Department of Interior) or 
preliminarily determined by the Secretary of Interior as meeting the requirements for 
individual listing on the National Register; 2) certified or preliminarily determined by the 
Secretary of Interior as contributing to the historical significance of a registered historic 
district or a district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered 
historic district; 3) individually listed on a state inventory of historic places; 4) 
individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic 
preservation programs that have been certified (a) by an approved state program as 
determined by the Secretary of Interior, or (b) directly by the Secretary of Interior in 
states without approved programs.

HOME OCCUPATION. Any use conducted entirely within a dwelling and carried on by 
the occupants thereof, which use is incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling 
for residential purposes and does not change the character thereof.

INTEGRATED MULTIPLE USE DEVELOPMENT . A development containing three (3) 
or more stores, service establishments, offices, or other permitted uses planned, 
organized, and managed to function as a unified whole and featuring all of the 
following: 1) common driveways, 2) common parking, 3) common signage plan, and 4) 
common landscaping plan. Examples are shopping centers and office parks having the 
characteristics listed above. Such integrated developments may include outparcels for 
lease or for sale. Any such integrated development may be organized as a 
condominium or in a manner analagous to that of a townhouse development (with 
ownership parcels beneath the building units and with parking and driveways being in 
common elements owned and maintained by an Owners’ Association).

JUST CAUSE . Legitimate cause; legal or lawful ground for action.

LANDFILL, LAND CLEARING AND INERT DEBRIS (MAJOR) . A disposal site (other 
than a minor land clearing and inert debris landfill as defined in this Section) for 
stumps, limbs, leaves, concrete, brick, untreated wood, and uncontaminated earth. 
Disposal of any other types of wastes must be approved by the State Division of Health 
Services.

LANDFILL, LAND CLEARING AND INERT DEBRIS (MINOR) . A disposal site for 
stumps, limbs, leaves, concrete, brick, untreated wood, and uncontaminated earth 
which is less than two (2) acres in size and is in operation for less than one (1) year.
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LANDOWNER. Any owner of a legal or equitable interest in real property, including the 
heirs, devisees, successors, assigns, and personal representative of such owner. The 
landowner may allow a person holding a valid option to purchase to act as his agent or 
representative for purposes of submitting a proposed Site Specific Development Plan 
under Section 30-3-18.2 (Zoning Vested Rights) in the manner allowed by this 
Ordinance.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT. Any county, incorporated municipality, or any combination of 
counties and/or incorporated municipalities acting through a joint program pursuant to 
the provisions of this Ordinance.

MANUFACTURED DWELLING PARK . A group development site with required 
improvements and utilities for the long-term location of manufactured dwellings which 
may include services and facilities for the residents.

MANUFACTURED DWELLING SPACE . A designated area of land within a 
manufactured dwelling park designed for the accommodation of a single manufactured 
dwelling in accordance with the requirements of this Ordinance.

MATERNAL CARE HOME . A home for nine (9) or less individuals with support and 
supervisory personnel that provides room and board, personal care, and habilitation 
services in a family environment for resident females who are pregnant or have recently 
given birth. For regulatory purposes, children less than one (1) year in age shall not be 
counted as individuals.

MIXED DEVELOPMENT. A mixture of residential and permitted office and/or 
commercial uses in the GB, HB, SC, and CP Districts.

MIXED USES. Occupancy of a principal building by two (2) or more uses.

MODIFICATION. Permission from the Technical Review Committee (or, on appeal, 
from the Planning Board or City Council), based upon equal or better performance, to 
depart from the requirements of this Ordinance. The term as used in this Ordinance 
shall not be construed to refer to the amendment of zoning regulations or zone 
boundaries as implied by NCGS 160A-385 or to refer to a variance granted by the 
Board of Adjustment as implied by NCGS 160A-388.

MOTOR VEHICLE, BUSINESS AND PERSONAL USE OF . A motor vehicle used for 
transportation at least once every seven (7) days.

MOTOR VEHICLE, JUNKED. A motor vehicle that does not display a current license 
plate and is one or more of the following: 1) partially dismantled or wrecked; or 2) 
cannot be self-propelled or moved in the manner in which it originally was intended to 
move; or 3) more than five (5) years old and appears to be worth less than one hundred 
dollars ($100.00); provided that any motor vehicle used on a regular basis for business 
or personal use shall not be caused to be removed or disposed.

NONCONFORMING. A lot, structure, sign, or use of land or structure, which is now 
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prohibited under the terms of this Ordinance but was lawful at the date on which it was 
established or became lawful at some later date.

NONCONFORMING LOT. A Lot of Record that does not conform to the dimensional 
requirements of the zoning district in which it is located. The nonconformity may result 
from adoption of this Ordinance or any subsequent amendment.

NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE . A structure that does not conform to dimensional, 
elevation, location, or other requirements of this Ordinance. The nonconformity may 
result from adoption of this Ordinance or any subsequent amendment.

NONCONFORMING USE. A use which was once a permitted use on a parcel of land 
or within a structure but which is now not a permitted use of that parcel or structure 
under Table 30-4-5-1 (Permitted Use Schedule) of this Ordinance. The nonconformity 
may result from the adoption of this Ordinance or any subsequent amendment.

NURSING HOME. An establishment which provides full-time convalescent or chronic 
care, or both, to persons who are not related by blood or marriage to the operator or 
who, by reason of advanced age, chronic illness, or infirmity, are unable to care for 
themselves.

OFFICE PARK. Refer to "Integrated Multiple Use Development" in this Section.

OUTPARCEL . A regularly shaped subdivided or leased parcel within but along a 
portion of the public street frontage of an integrated multiple use development (refer to 
"Integrated Multiple Use Development" in this Section) containing a principal use that is 
ancillary to the development.

OWNER. A holder of any legal or equitable estate in the premises, whether alone or 
jointly with others, and whether in possession or not.

PARK AND SHUTTLE LOT . Specially designated parking areas where commuting 
motorists park their vehicles and ride with other commuters who have a common 
destination. Ridesharing from the lots may be done by car pool, van pool, or public 
transit.

PERSON. Any individual, partnership, firm, association, joint venture, public or private 
corporation, trust, estate, commission, board, or public or private institution, utility, 
cooperative, interstate body, or other legal entity.

PLAN, SKETCH . A rough sketch map of a proposed subdivision or site, showing 
streets, lots, and any other information required in Appendix 2 (Map Standards), of 
sufficient accuracy to be used for discussion of the street system and the proposed 
development pattern.

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT . An area of land under unified ownership or control 
to be developed and improved as a single entity under a Unified Development Plan in 
accordance with and subject to the requirements of this Ordinance.
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT . The Planning Department of the City of Greensboro.

PLAT. A surveyed map or plan of a parcel of land which is to be, or has been, 
subdivided.

PLAT, FINAL. The final map of all or a portion of a subdivision or site, showing the 
boundaries and location of lots, streets, easements, and any other information required 
in Appendix 2 (Map Standards), presented for local government approval and 
subsequent recordation in the Office of the County Register of Deeds.

PLAT, PRELIMINARY (PRELIMINARY PLAN) . A map indicating the proposed layout 
of the subdivision showing lots, streets, water, sewer, storm drainage, and any other 
information required in Appendix 2 (Map Standards).

PRIVATE SEWER . A system which provides for collection and/or treatment of 
wastewater from a development or property and which is not maintained with public 
funds.

PRIVATE WATER . A system which provides for the supply and/or distribution of 
potable water for use by a development, project, or owner and which is not operated or 
maintained by a government organization or utility district.

PUBLIC SEWER. A system which provides for the collection and treatment of sanitary 
sewage from more than one property and is owned and operated by a government 
organization or sanitary district.

PUBLIC WATER. A system which provides distribution of potable water to more than 
one property and is owned and operated by a government organization or utility district.

QUASI-PUBLIC USE. Any use, structure, or facility that houses a service of a church, 
school, recreational facility, etc. that is generally available for use by the general public.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE . A vehicle which is built on a single chassis, designed to 
be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty vehicle, and designed primarily 
not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational, 
camping, travel, or seasonal use.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARK . Any site or tract of land upon which two (2) or more 
recreational vehicle spaces are located, established, or maintained for occupancy by 
recreational vehicles of the general public as temporary living quarters for recreation, 
travel, or vacation purposes.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE SPACE . A plot of land within a recreational vehicle park 
designed for the accommodation of one recreational vehicle in accordance with the 
requirements set forth in this Ordinance.

RECYCLING COLLECTION POINT. An incidental use that serves as a neighborhood 
drop-off point for temporary storage of recoverable resources. No processing of such 
items shall be allowed. This facility is generally located in a shopping center parking lot 
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or in other public/quasi-public areas, such as at churches and schools.

RECYCLING PROCESSING CENTER . A facility used for the collection and 
processing of recyclable materials. Processing means the preparation of materials for 
efficient shipment, or to an end-user’s specifications, by such means as baling, 
briquetting, compacting, flattening, grinding, crushing, sorting, shredding, and cleaning.

RESERVATION . An obligation, shown on a plat or site plan, to keep property free from 
development and available for public acquisition for a stated period of time. It is not a 
dedication or conveyance.

RESTAURANT (DRIVE-IN) . An establishment where food and/or beverages are sold 
to a substantial extent for consumption by customers in parked motor vehicles, 
regardless of whether or not it also serves food and/or beverages to customers who are 
not in motor vehicles or to customers in motor vehicles who may consume the food 
and/or beverages off the premises.

ROOF LINE. The top edge of the roof or the top of the parapet, whichever forms the top 
line of the building silhouette.

ROOMING HOUSE. A dwelling with one (1) kitchen in which lodging is provided by the 
owner or operator to more than three (3) residents.

ROOMING UNIT. A room designed, occupied, or intended for occupancy as separate 
living quarters with sleeping, but not necessarily cooking and sanitary, facilities 
provided therein.

SALVAGE YARD, AUTO PARTS . Any establishment listed in the Standard Industrial 
Classification Manual under Industry Number 5015. Also, any land or area used, in 
whole or in part, for the storage, keeping, accumulation, dismantling, demolition, or 
abandonment of inoperable vehicles or parts therefrom.

SALVAGE YARD, SCRAP PROCESSING . Any establishment listed in the Standard 
Industrial Classification Manual under Industry Number 5093. Also, any land or area 
used, in whole or in part, for the storage, keeping, or accumulation of scrap or waste 
materials, including scrap metals, waste paper, rags, building materials, machinery, or 
other scrap materials.

SEATING CAPACITY . The actual seating capacity of an area based upon the number 
of seats or one (1) seat per eighteen (18) inches of bench or pew length. For other 
areas where seats are not fixed, the seating capacity shall be determined as indicated 
by the NC Building Code.

SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS . An adult arcade, adult bookstore or adult video 
store, adult cabaret, adult massage parlor, adult motel, adult motion picture theater, 
adult theater, escort agency, nude model studio, sexual encounter center, or any 
combination of the foregoing. As used in this Ordinance, the following definitions shall 
apply:
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1) ADULT ARCADE (also known as "peep show"). Any place to which the 
public is permitted or invited wherein coin-operated or token-operated or 
electronically, electrically, or mechanically controlled still or motion picture 
machines, projectors, or other image-producing devices are maintained to 
show images to persons in booths or viewing rooms where the images so 
displayed depict or describe specified sexual activities and/or specified 
anatomical areas.

2) ADULT BOOKSTORE OR ADULT VIDEO STORE. A commercial 
establishment which as one of its principal business purposes offers for sale 
or rental, for any form of consideration, any one or more of the following:

a) books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, or 
photographs, films, motion pictures, video cassettes or video 
reproductions, slides, or other visual representations that depict 
or describe specified sexual activities and/or specified 
anatomical areas; or

b) instruments, devices, or paraphernalia that are designed for 
use in connection with specified sexual activities.

3) ADULT CABERET . A nightclub, bar, restaurant, or other commercial 
establishment that regularly features, exhibits, or displays as one of its 
principal business purposes:

a) persons who appear nude or semi-nude; or

b) live performances which are characterized by the exposure of 
specified anatomical areas and/or by specified sexual activities; 
or

c) films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other 
photographic reproductions which depict or describe specified 
sexual activities and/or specified anatomical areas.

4) ADULT MASSAGE PARLOR. A commercial establishment where, for 
any form of consideration, massage, alcohol rub, fomentation, electric or 
magnetic treatment, or similar treatment or manipulation of the human body 
is administered, unless such treatment or manipulation is administered by a 
medical practitioner, chiropractor, acupuncturist, physical therapist, or 
similar professional person licensed by the State. This definition does not 
include an athletic club, physical fitness center, school, gymnasium, 
reducing salon, or similar establishment where massage or similar 
manipulation of the human body is offered as an incidental or accessory 
service.

5) ADULT MOTEL. A hotel, motel, or similar commercial establishment that:

a) offers accommodations to the public, for any form of 
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consideration, and provides patrons with closed-circuit television 
transmissions, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or 
other photographic reproductions that depict or describe 
specified sexual activities and/or specified anatomical areas as 
one of its principal business purposes; or

b) offers a sleeping room for rent for a period of time that is less 
than ten (10) hours; or

c) allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to subrent the 
room for a period of time that is less than ten (10) hours.

6) ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER. A commercial establishment 
where, for any form of consideration, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, 
slides, or similar photographic reproductions are regularly shown as one of 
its principal business purposes that depict or describe specified sexual 
activities and/or specified anatomical areas.

7) ADULT THEATER. A theater, concert hall, auditorium, or similar 
commercial establishment which regularly features, exhibits, or displays, as 
one of its principal business purposes, persons who appear in a state of 
nudity or semi-nude, or live performances that expose or depict specified 
anatomical areas and/or specified sexual activities.

8) ESCORT. A person who, for tips or any other form of consideration, 
agrees or offers to act as a date for another person, or who agrees or offers 
to privately model lingerie or to privately perform a striptease for another 
person.

9) ESCORT AGENCY. A person or business that furnishes, offers to furnish, 
or advertises to furnish escorts as one of its principal business purposes, for 
a fee, tip, or any other form of consideration.

10) NUDE MODEL STUDIO. Any place where a person who appears nude 
or semi-nude, or who displays specified anatomical areas is provided to be 
observed, sketched, drawn, painted, sculptured, photographed, or similarly 
depicted by other persons who pay money or any other form of 
consideration. Nude Model Studio shall not include a proprietary school 
licensed by the State of North Carolina or a college, junior college, or 
university supported entirely or in part by public taxation; a private college or 
university which maintains and operates educational programs in which 
credits are transferable to a college, junior college, or university supported 
entirely or partly by taxation; or in a structure:

a) that has no sign visible from the exterior of the structure and 
no other advertising that indicates a nude or semi-nude person 
is available for viewing; and

b) where in order to participate in a class a student must enroll at 
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least three (3) days in advance of the class; and

c) where no more than one (1) nude or semi-nude model is on 
the premises at any one time.

11) NUDE or A STATE OF NUDITY. The appearance of a human anus, 
male genitals, or female genitals; or a state of dress which fails to opaquely 
cover a human anus, male genitals, or female genitals.

12) SEMI-NUDE, A state of dress in which clothing covers no more than the 
genitals, pubic region, and areola of the female breast, as well as portions of 
the body covered by supporting straps or devices.

13) SEXUAL ENCOUNTER CENTER. A business or commercial 
enterprise that, as one of its principal business purposes, offers for any form 
of consideration physical contact in the form of wrestling or tumbling 
between persons of the opposite sex, or activities between male and female 
persons and/or persons of the same sex when one or more of the persons is 
in a state of nudity or semi-nude.

14) SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS. Less than completely and 
opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region, buttock, or female breast 
below a point immediately above the top of the areola; or human male 
genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely 
covered.

15) SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES. Includes any of the following:

a) human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation, arousal, or 
tumescence; or

b) the fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic 
region, buttocks, anus, or female breasts; or

c) sex acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated, including 
intercourse, oral copulation or sodomy; or

d) masturbation, actual or simulated; or

e) masochism, erotic or sexually oriented torture, beating or the 
infliction of pain; or

f) erotic or lewd touching, fondling, or other contact with an 
animal by a human being; or

g) human excretion, urination, menstruation, vaginal or anal 
irrigation.

SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS . A facility operating year-round which provides 
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lodging and supportive services (including, but not limited to, a community kitchen; 
assistance in obtaining permanent housing; medical counseling, treatment, and/or 
supervision; psychological counseling, treatment, and/or supervision; assistance in 
recuperating from the effects of or refraining from the use of drugs and/or alcohol; 
nutritional counseling; employment counseling; job training and placement; and child 
care) for indigent individuals and/or families with no regular home or residential 
address.

SHELTER, TEMPORARY . A facility which provides temporary lodging during times of 
life-threatening weather conditions for indigent individuals and/or families with no 
regular home or residential address.

SHOPPING CENTER . Refer to "Integrated Multiple Use Development" in this Section.

SINGLE ROOM OCCUPANCY (SRO) RESIDENCE . A building containing twenty-five 
(25) or more rooming units, which are available for rental occupancy for periods of 
seven (7) days or longer. This term does not include boarding houses, tourist homes, 
motels, hotels, private dormitories, congregate care facilities, family care homes, and 
group care facilities.

SITE SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN . A plan of land development submitted by the 
landowner to the City for the purpose of obtaining a zoning vested right and for the 
purpose of obtaining one of the following zoning or land use approvals: 1) a Plot Plan 
pursuant to Section 30-3-11.1 (A) (Plot Plan Required); 2) a Site Plan pursuant to 
Section 30-3-11.1 (B) (Site Plan Required); 3) a Conditional Zoning Site Plan pursuant 
to Section 30-3-13.2 (H) (Submission of Site Plans); 4) a Site Plan pursuant to Section 
30-3-14.7 (Submission of Site Plans); 5) a Unified Development Plan pursuant to 
Section 30-4-3.4 (B) (Unified Development Plan Approval); or 6) a Preliminary Plat 
pursuant to Section 30-6-7.3 (Minor Subdivisions) or Section 30-6-7.4 (Major 
Subdivisions). Notwithstanding the foregoing, neither a variance, a sketch plan, nor any 
other document that fails to describe with reasonable certainty the type and intensity of 
use for a specified parcel or parcels of property shall constitute a Site Specific 
Development Plan.

SLOPE. An inclined ground surface, the inclination of which is expressed as a ratio of 
horizontal distance to vertical distance, commonly expressed as "two to one" (2:1), "one 
and one half to one" (1.5:1), etc.

SOIL SCIENTIST. The soil scientist of Guilford County or his designated agent(s).

SOLID WASTE. Garbage, refuse, and other discarded solid materials.

SPECIAL PROMOTION. An advertising activity or circumstance of a business which is 
not part of its daily activities or normal routine and in which the display and/or sale of 
merchandise, wares, or other tangible items is the sole purpose for the promotion. 
Special promotions include grand openings or closeout sales but do not include 
reoccurring sales advertisements or other similar publicity.

STORAGE TRAILER. A structure originally constructed with wheels in order to be 
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transported over the highways but now no longer transported and now converted to use 
as a storage structure. An uncoupled truck trailer, an inoperable travel trailer, and an 
uninhabitable manufactured dwelling all meet this definition if used for storage of 
materials of any kind. An upcoupled truck trailer placed at a church, school, government 
building, or business for the acceptance of goods donated to charity or dropped off for 
recycling and towed away on a regular schedule or whenever full does not meet this 
definition. A construction trailer at a construction site does not meet this definition.

STREET FRONTAGE . A lot line abutting on the side of a street, or on a permanent 
turnaround at the end of a street; also, the distance along such a line.

SUBDIVIDER. Any person who subdivides land.

SUBDIVISION. All divisions of a tract or parcel of land into two (2) or more lots, building 
sites, or other divisions for the purpose of sale or building development (whether 
immediate or future) and includes all divisions of land involving the dedication of a new 
street or a change in existing streets; however, the following are not included within this 
definition and are not subject to any subdivision approval regulations in this Ordinance:

1) The combination or recombination of portions of previously subdivided 
and recorded lots if the total number of lots is not increased and the 
resultant lots are equal to or exceed the standards of this Ordinance;

2) The division of land into parcels greater than ten (10) acres if no street 
right-of-way dedication is involved;

3) The public acquisition by purchase of strips of land for the widening or 
opening of streets; and

4) The division of a tract in single ownership, the entire area of which is not 
greater than two (2) acres, into not more than three (3) lots, where no street 
right-of-way dedication is involved and where the resultant lots are equal to 
or exceed the standards of this Ordinance. [Note: In General Watershed 
Areas, see especially the standards in Sections 30-7-1 and 30-7-2; and in 
Watershed Critical Areas, Sections 30-7-1 and 30-7-3.]

SUBDIVISION, MAJOR. A subdivision involving more than four (4) lots, requiring new 
public street(s) for access to interior property, requiring extension of public sanitary 
sewer or water line, or requiring a modification or variance of any requirement of this 
Ordinance.

SUBDIVISION, MINOR. A subdivision involving not more than four (4) lots fronting on 
an existing improved public street(s), not requiring any new public street(s) for access 
to interior property, not requiring extension of public sanitary sewer or water line, and 
not requiring a modification or variance of any requirement of this Ordinance.

SWIMMING POOL. A water-filled enclosure, permanently constructed or portable, 
having a depth of more than eighteen (18) inches below the level of the surrounding 
land, or an above-surface pool, having a depth of more than thirty (30) inches designed, 
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used, and maintained for swimming and bathing.

TEMPORARY EVENT . An activity sponsored by a governmental, charitable, civic, 
educational, religious, business, or trade organization which is infrequent in occurrence 
and limited in duration. Examples include arts and crafts shows, athletic events, 
community festivals, carnivals, fairs, circuses, concerts, conventions, exhibitions, trade 
shows, outdoor religious events, and other similar activities.

TENANT. Any person who alone or jointly or severally with others occupies a building 
under a lease or holds a legal tenancy.

TOURIST HOME (BED AND BREAKFAST) . A dwelling in which lodging, with or 
without meals, is provided for overnight guests for a fee.

TRACT (SITE). All contiguous land and bodies of water in one ownership, or 
contiguous land and bodies of water in diverse ownership being developed as a unit, 
although not necessarily all at one time.

TRANSPORTATION IMPACT STUDY ( TIS). A study conducted to evaluate the 
capacity and safety impacts on the transportation system from a proposed development 
and identify necessary improvements or management strategies to mitigate negative 
impacts. Such studies are to be performed in accordance with City guidelines by a 
licensed professional engineer who has completed the Greensboro Department of 
Transportation self-certification form.

UNDERSTORY  TREE. A species of tree which normally grows to a mature height of 
fifteen (15) to thirty-five (35) feet.

USE. The purpose or activity for which land or structures are designed, arranged, or 
intended, or for which land or structures are occupied or maintained.

USE, ACCESSORY . A structure or use that: 1) is clearly incidental to and customarily 
found in connection with a principal building or use; 2) is subordinate to and serves a 
principal building or a principal use; 3) is subordinate in area, extent, or purpose to the 
principal building or principal use served; 4) contributes to the comfort, convenience, or 
necessity of occupants, business, or industry in the principal building or principal use 
served; and 5) is located on the same zone lot as the principal building or use served.

USE, PRINCIPAL. The primary purpose or function that a lot or structure serves or is 
proposed to serve.

VARIANCE. Permission from the Board of Adjustment, based upon hardship or 
practical difficulty, to depart from the requirements of this Ordinance.

WALL, RETAINING. A structure, either masonry, metal, or treated wood, designed to 
prevent the lateral displacement of soil, rock, fill, or other similar material.

WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATION TOWER. A structure that is used to transmit 
radio waves in conjunction with wireless telephony technology. Wireless 
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telecommunication towers include, but are not limited to, monopoles, lattice towers, and 
related antennas, as well as antennas attached to buildings. Wireless 
telecommunication towers shall not include television towers, AM/FM radio towers or 
guyed towers with supporting cables and anchors, or ham radio equipment antennas.

YARD SALE . The sale of residential household items or personal possessions which 
have been incidentally accumlated during normal residential use of the property by a 
person residing on the premises where the sale is conducted, but not including the sale 
of food or drink, titled personal property, items purchased for resale, or items 
transported to the premises solely for sale. The term includes, but is not limited to, sales 
commonly known as "garage", "patio", "driveway", "lawn", "attic", or other general sale 
of like nature.

ZONING VESTED RIGHT. A right pursuant to NCGS 160A-385.1 to undertake and 
complete the development and use of property under the terms and conditions of an 
approved Site Specific Development Plan.

30-2-2.8 Hazardous and Toxic Substances . [RESERVED]

30-2-2.9 Lots

CORNER LOT. A lot abutting two (2) or more streets at their intersection.

FLAG LOT. A lot, created by a subdivision, with less lot width than is required for a 
conventional lot by Article IV (Zoning) and composed of a narrow "flagpole" strip 
extending from the street and a much wider "flag" section lying immediately behind a lot 
or lots having the required street frontage for a conventional lot. In the case of a flag lot, 
the lot line at the end of the flagpole lying generally parallel to the street to which the 
flagpole connects shall be considered to be the front lot line for setback purposes. (See 
Appendix 5: Illustrations).

LOT. A portion of a subdivision or any other parcel of land intended as a unit for transfer 
of ownership or for development or both. The word "lot" includes "plot", "parcel," or 
"tract."

LOT AREA. The total area, excluding street right-of-way, circumscribed by the 
boundaries of a lot, except that for purposes of computing lot area to satisfy minimum lot 
area requirements of Article IV (Zoning), the following rules shall apply:

1) If intersecting street rights-of-way at a corner lot are connected by a 
right-of-way chord or radius, the area lying between the chord or radius and 
the projections of the two street right-of-way lines to a point of intersection 
shall be included in the lot area calculation.

2) If a street right-of-way line cannot be determined, or if the street is a 
private street, a line parallel to and twenty-five (25) feet from the center of 
the traveled portion of the street shall be used as the boundary for lot area 
calculation.
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3) If a collector, subcollector, or local street right-of-way wider than required 
by this Ordinance is present, the extra right-of-way on each side shall be 
counted toward the minimum lot area of the abutting lot on the same side.

LOT COVERAGE. The portion of a lot covered by buildings(s) or roofed structure(s), 
excluding allowed projecting eaves, balconies, and similar features.

LOT DEPTH. The distance measured along the perpendicular bisector of the smallest 
possible rectangle enclosing the lot (See Appendix 5: Illustrations).

LOT OF RECORD. A lot, plot, parcel, or tract which has been recorded in the Office of 
the County Register of Deeds and which was in conformance with land development 
ordinance(s) in effect at the time of recordation. Any lot created or changed in violation 
of this Ordinance or a predecessor ordinance is not a lot of record.

MINIMUM LOT WIDTH. The distance from side lot line to side lot line measured at the 
minimum front street setback (parallel to the front property line). For lots along circular 
turnarounds, the minimum lot width may be measured at a front street setback of up to 
fifty (50) feet from the street right-of-way (which shall become the minimum building 
line). (See Appendix 5: Illustrations).

REVERSE FRONTAGE LOT . A through lot which is not accessible from one of the 
parallel or non-intersecting streets upon which it fronts.

THROUGH LOT. A lot abutting two (2) streets that do not intersect at the corner of the 
lot.

TOWNHOUSE LOT. A parcel of land intended as a unit for transfer of ownership and 
lying underneath, or underneath and around, a townhouse.

ZONE LOT (BUILDABLE LOT). One or more lots of record in one undivided ownership 
with sufficient total area, area exclusive of easements and flood hazards, total 
dimensions, street access, and frontage to permit construction thereon of a principal 
building together with its required parking and planting yards. In townhouse 
developments, the zone lot shall be considered to be the entire development (See 
Section 30-4-10 (Zone Lot Requirements) ).

30-2-2.10 Setbacks (See Appendix 5: Illustrations.)

FRONT STREET SETBACK . Any setback from a street other than a side street 
setback. A through lot has two front street setbacks.

INTERIOR SETBACK . A setback from any property line not alongside a street.

REAR SETBACK . A setback from an interior property line lying on the opposite side of 
the lot from the front street setback.

SETBACK . The horizontal distance from the property line, street right-of-way line, or 
street centerline to the nearest part of the applicable building, structure, sign, or activity, 
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measured perpendicularly to the line.

SIDE SETBACK . Any interior property line setback other than a rear setback.

SIDE STREET SETBACK . Any setback from a street other than a front street setback.

STREET SETBACK . Any setback from a street.

ZERO SIDE SETBACK . An alternate form of dimensional requirements that allows a 
dwelling unit to have one side setback of zero (0) feet. This definition does not include 
townhouses.

30-2-2.11 Signs (See Appendix 5: llustrations.)

ANIMATED SIGN. Any sign which flashes, revolves, rotates, or swings by mechanical 
means or which uses a change of lighting to depict action or to create a special effect or 
scene.

BANNER . A temporary sign of lightweight fabric or similar material which is rigidly 
mounted to a pole or a building by a rigid frame at two or more opposite sides. National 
flags, state or municipal flags, or the official flag of any institution or business shall not 
be considered banners.

BUILDING MARKER. Any sign indicating the name of a building and date and 
incidental information about its construction, which sign is cut into a masonry surface or 
made of bronze or other permanent material.

CANOPY SIGN. Any sign which is a part of or attached to an awning, canopy or other 
fabric-like or plastic protective structure which is extended over a door, window, or 
entranceway. A marquee is not a canopy.

COMMERCIAL MESSAGE. Any sign wording, logo, or other representation that, 
directly or indirectly, names, advertises, or calls attention to a business, product, 
service, or other commercial activity.

CONSTRUCTION SIGN. Any sign which identifies the architects, engineers, 
contractors, and other individuals or firms involved with construction on the property, 
the name of the building or development, the intended purpose of the building or 
development, and/or the expected completion date.

CUT-OUT LETTER LIGHTING. Lighting so arranged that only the outlines of letters, 
numerals, or symbols are illuminated from an internal lighting source while the 
remainder of the sign is covered with nontransparent materials that prevent illumination.

DEVELOPMENT ENTRANCE SIGN . Any sign bearing the name of the development. 
The sign may also contain the name of the Management Company. Such a sign 
contains no other identifying or advertising message.
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DIRECTIONAL SIGN. Any sign with no commercial message that indicates the 
direction to churches, hospitals, colleges, and similar institutional uses.

ELECTRONIC CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN . Any sign on which the copy changes 
automatically on a lampbank, such that the message or display does not run 
continuously in the travel mode and any message or display remains stationary for a 
minimum of one (1) second on streets where the speed limit is fifty-five (55) miles per 
hour or greater or two (2) seconds on streets where the speed limit is less than fifty-five 
(55) miles per hour. Any sign on which the message or display runs continuously in the 
travel mode and/or on which any message or display does not remain stationary for a 
minimum of one (1) second on streets where the speed limit is fifty-five (55) miles per 
hour or greater or two (2) seconds on streets where the speed limit is less than fifty-five 
(55) miles per hour shall be considered a flashing sign.

FLASHING SIGN. A type of animated sign which contains an intermittent, blinking, 
scintillating, or flashing light source, or which includes the illusion of intermittent or 
flashing light, or an externally mounted intermittent light source. An electronic 
changeable copy sign is not a flashing sign. In addition, a sign in which five percent 
(5%) or twenty-five (25) square feet, whichever is less, of the sign face contains 
reflective materials that give the illusion of intermittent or flashing light shall not be 
deemed a flashing sign.

FREESTANDING SIGN. Any sign which is placed on or anchored in the ground with 
one or more supports that are not part of a building or other structure.

GOVERNMENTAL SIGN. Any sign erected by or on behalf of a governmental body to 
post a legal notice, identify public property, convey public information, and direct or 
regulate pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

GROUND SURFACE SIGN . Any sign composed of manmade or organic materials 
displayed upon the surface of the ground.

HISTORICAL OR MEMORIAL SIGN. Any sign which commemorates a historical 
person, structure, place, or event; or which denotes, honors, celebrates, or 
acknowledges a historical person, structure, place, or event.

IDENTIFICATION SIGN. Any sign used to display: the name, address, logo, or other 
identifying symbol of the individual, family, business, institution, service, or organization 
occupying the premises; the profession of the occupant; the name of the building on 
which the sign is attached; or directory information in group developments or buildings 
with multiple tenants.

INFORMATION BOARD. Any sign which displays messages in which the copy may be 
arranged or rearranged by hand.

INSTRUCTIONAL SIGN. Any sign with no commercial message that provides 
assistance, with respect to the premises on which it is maintained, for the direction, 
safety, or convenience of the public such as "entrance", "exit", "one way", "telephone", 
"parking", "no parking", and similar instructions.
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MARQUEE. Any permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building or 
extending along and projecting beyond the wall of the building, generally designed and 
constructed to provide protection from the weather.

MARQUEE SIGN. Any sign attached to, in any manner, or made a part of a marquee.

MONUMENT SIGN. Any monolithic sign in which the bottom of the sign is flush with the 
ground.

MULTI-TENNANT BUILDING. A building that is used for two of more occupancies, 
provided each occupancy is separated by construction having fire-resistive ratings in 
compliance with the NC Building Code. (This definition applies only with respect to 
sign regulations.)

NONCONFORMING SIGN. A sign that does not conform to size, height, location, 
design, construction, or other requirements of this Ordinance. The nonconformity may 
result from adoption of this Ordinance or any subsequent amendment.

OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGN (BILLBOARD). Any sign which directs attention to a 
business, commodity, service, entertainment, or attraction sold, offered, or existing 
elsewhere than upon the same zone lot where such sign is displayed. In lieu of a 
commercial message, any otherwise lawful noncommercial message may be 
displayed.

PENNANT . Any lightweight plastic, fabric or other material, whether or not containing a 
message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire or string, usually in series, designed 
to move in the wind.

PLAYBILL. Any sign announcing entertainment offered or to be offered at a business 
location on the site where the sign is displayed.

PORTABLE SIGN. Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or other 
permanent structure, or a sign designed to be transported, including but not limited to 
signs: designed to be transported by means of wheels; converted to A- or T- Frames; 
menu and sandwich board signs; gas or hot-air filled balloons; umbrellas used for 
advertising; signs attached to or painted on vehicles parked and visible from the public 
right-of-way, unless said vehicle is used in the normal day-to-day operation of the 
business.

PROJECTING SIGN. Any sign end-mounted or otherwise attached to an exterior wall 
of a building which forms an angle with said wall.

REAL ESTATE SIGN. Any sign displayed for the purpose of offering for sale, lease, or 
rent the property on which such sign is erected, affixed, or otherwise established.

ROOF SIGN. Any sign erected and constructed wholly on and over the roof on a 
building, supported by the roof structure, and extending vertically above the highest 
portion of the roof.
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SANDWICH BOARD SIGN. Any temporary "A" frame sign which may readily by moved 
from place to place and which is intended to be placed on a sidewalk or pedestrian way 
in front of the business for which the commercial message is intended. A sandwich 
board sign is not an outdoor advertising sign as defined in this Section and, therefore it 
may not direct attention to a business, commodity, service, entertainment, or attraction 
sold, offered, or existing elsewhere than the business where the sign is displayed.

SIGN. Any object, device, display or structure, or part thereof, which is used to 
advertise, identify, display, direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution, 
organization, business, product, service, event or location by any means, including but 
not limited to words, letters, pennants, banners, emblems, trademarks, tradenames, 
insignias, numerals, figures, design, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination or projected 
images or any other attention directing device.

SUSPENDED SIGN . Any sign which is suspended from the underside of a horizontal 
plane surface and is supported by such surface.

TEMPORARY SIGN. Any sign that is displayed for a limited period of time and is not 
permanently mounted.

WALL SIGN. Any sign attached parallel to, painted on the wall surface of, or erected 
and confined within the limits of the outside wall, mansard roof structure, penthouse, or 
parapet of any building or structure, which is supported by such wall, building, or 
structure, but does not extend vertically above the highest portion of the roof, and which 
displays only one sign surface.

WARNING SIGN. Any on-site sign with no commercial message that displays 
information pertinent to the safety or legal responsibilities of the public such as signs 
warning of high voltage, "no trespassing", and similar directives.

WINDOW SIGN. Any sign which is painted on, affixed to, or designed to be visible 
through a window, excluding displays of merchandise.

30-2-2.12 Streets and Drives.

The numbers in parenthesis indicate the street classification, with "1" being the highest and "8" 
being the lowest.) (See Appendix 5: Illustrations.)

ALLEY. A roadway set aside primarily for vehicular service access to the back or side 
of properties otherwise abutting on a street. An alley is designed to have a pavement 
width narrower than that required for a street.

CITY OF GREENSBORO SIDEWALK MANUAL . The administrative policies, 
procedures, and standards of the City of Greensboro, as applicable to the design and 
construction of sidewalks.

COLLECTOR STREET (3) . A street whose principal function is to carry traffic between 
cul-de-sac, local, and subcollector streets and streets of higher classification but which 
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may also provide direct access to abutting properties.

COLLECTOR STREET PLAN . A plan, adopted by the City Council, for streets not 
shown on the Thoroughfare Plan and showing collector and, if appropriate, lower 
classification streets in the planning area.

CUL-DE-SAC STREET (6) . A short local street having one end open to traffic and the 
other end permanently terminated by a vehicular turnaround.

LOCAL INDUSTRIAL STREET/ CUL DE-SAC (1).  An existing public or pricate street 
that serves as access to industrially zoned properties exclusively, or serves as access 
to properties that are developed with, or are planned to be developed with, wholesale, 
transportation, warehousing, utility, manufacturing, or other industrial land uses; (2)  A 
new public street that meets the criteria in (1).  Local industrial streets are designed to 
provide internal circulation and property access.   A street having a functional 
classification of collector or thoroughfare shall not be considered a local industrial 
street.  A street taht serves some industrial land uses that also serves commercial, 
service, or other non-industrial land uses shall not be considered a local industrial 
street.

LOCAL STREET (5). A street whose primary function is to provide access to abutting 
properties.

MAJOR THOROUGHFARE STREET (1) . Major thoroughfares consist of interstate, 
other freeway, expressway, or parkway links, and major streets that provide for the 
expeditious movement of high volumes of traffic within and through urban areas.

MINOR THOROUGHFARE STREET (2) . Minor thoroughfares collect traffic from 
collector, subcollector, and local streets and carry it to the major thoroughfare system. 
Minor thoroughfares may be used to supplement the major thoroughfare system by 
facilitating movement of moderate volumes of traffic within and through urban areas and 
may also serve abutting property.

PERMANENT DEAD-END STREET . A street open to traffic at one end and, due to 
physical or environmental constraints, impracticable to extend beyond its present 
terminus at the other end.

PRIVATE DRIVE (8). A vehicular travelway not dedicated or offered for dedication as a 
public street, providing access to parking lot(s) for two (2) or more principal buildings in 
a group housing or group nonresidential development.

PRIVATE STREET (7) . A vehicular travelway not dedicated or offered for dedication as 
a public street but resembling a cul-de-sac or a local street by carrying traffic from a 
series of driveways to the public street system.

PUBLIC STREET . A dedicated and accepted public right-of-way for vehicular traffic, 
and in Guilford County jurisdiction and extraterritorial jurisdiction of municipalities, 
public streets also include street rights-of-way offered for dedication, but not yet 
accepted, in which the roadway design and construction have been approved under 
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public standards for vehicular traffic. Alleys are specifically excluded.

SIDEWALK. An improved surface intended to facilitate pedestrian access to or along 
adjacent streets, properties, or structures, and which is located within the right-of-way of 
a public street, within the common elements (common area) of a private street, within a 
sidewalk easement, or along the length of any façade abutting parking areas.

SPECIFIED PEDESTRIAN DESTINATION .

1) A public or private elementary school, middle school, or secondary 
school, or any college or university.

2) A park; a recreational or cultural facility; or a public greenway trail, or 
similar amenity.

3) A retail commercial or restaurant facility.

4) A public transportation boarding or alighting site, as designated by the 
operator(s) of a public transportation service.

STRATEGIC PEDESTRIAN ROUTE . A street, along which planned or established 
point(s) of pedestrian ingress or egress to a specified pedestrian destination are 
situated.

STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY. A strip of land occupied or intended to be occupied by a 
travelway for vehicles and also available, with the consent of the appropriate 
governmental agency, for installation and maintenance of sidewalks, traffic control 
devices, traffic signs, street name signs, historical marker signs, water lines, sanitary 
sewer lines, storm sewer lines, gas lines, power lines, and communication lines.

STUB STREET . A street having one end open to traffic, but which is neither a 
cul-de-sac street nor a permanent dead-end street.

SUBCOLLECTOR  STREET (4). A street whose principal function is to provide access 
to abutting properties but which is also designed to be used or is used to connect local 
streets with collector or higher classification streets.

THROUGH STREET . A street that is not a cul-de-sac street and which intersects with 
at least two other streets that are not cul-de-sac streets.

THOROUGHFARE PLAN . A plan, adopted by the City Council, for the development of 
existing and proposed major streets that will adequately serve the future travel needs of 
an area in an efficient and cost-effective manner.

30-2-2.13 Traditional Neighborhood Developments

ARTISANS AND CRAFTS . The practice of a trade or handicraft by a skilled worker or 
craftsman.
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BLOCK FACE. A specific side of a block that is referenced in relationship to the 
setback, bulk, height, or uses on that block.

BUILD-TO LINE. The line at which construction of a building is to occur on a lot. A 
build-to line runs parallel to the front property line and is established to create an even 
building façade line on a street.

BUILD-UP LINE. A horizontal line which establishes a building height precedent.

LOCAL COMMERCIAL STREET. A street in a commercial or mixed use neighborhood 
in a Traditional Neighborhood District whose primary function is to provide access to 
abutting properties.

PLAZA. An open space at the intersection of important streets or adjacent to important 
structures, set aside for civic purposes and commercial activity, which may include 
parking, consisting of durable pavement and formal tree plantings.

PRESERVE.  Open space that preserves or protects a critical environmental feature or 
other natural feature.

STREETSCAPE . The area within a street right-of-way that contains sidewalks, street 
furniture, landscaping, and/or trees.

SQUARE. An open space consisting of paved walks, lawns, trees, and civic buildings 
that may encompass an entire block, is located at the intersection of important streets, 
and is set aside for civic purposes.

TOWN ARCHITECT. An architect retained by the developer of an approved Traditional 
Neighborhood Development Plan to review architectural plans for new structures within 
a Traditional Neighborhood District for conformance with adopted architectural 
standards.

TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN . A master site plan for the 
development of one or more compact, mixed use, pedestrian-oriented neighborhoods 
to be located in the Traditional Neighborhood District, upon zoning approval, which 
includes a list of permitted uses and standards and a defined set of design guidelines 
for physical improvements and public spaces.

TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN SPACE . Land dedicated to the public or 
designated by a development plan for the use, benefit and enjoyment of all residents, 
which may include green space, greenways, parks, plazas, preserves, and squares.
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